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NEWSLETTER WINTER 2009 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 Happy New Year! Your officers all thank you for your confidence in our leadership and electing us to another 

three years of working for our family society.  Joan Condon was unable to return as vice president and Sharon Matyas is 

now filling that role. Tracy Crocker presented a wonderful program entitled “Why the Passion for Genealogy”. You can 

see his power point presentation on the website: www.thomasrogerssociety.com.  Please consider meeting with us in 2011 

for our next meeting at Plymouth. It is a good opportunity to meet cousins, renew acquaintances and engage in some 

interesting conversations. 

 

Scholarships: 
 Our scholarships are open to any member of TRS – undergraduate or graduate student. Go to the website 

www.thomasrogerssociety.com for the application and submit it to Sharon Matyas our vice president. Have you 

received a scholarship in the past? You may be eligible for a second scholarship. We have increased the amount 

of the scholarships in this economically challenging time. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 

Sharon at SAMatyas@aol.com.  The deadline for the current scholarships applications is April 1, 2009. If you 

cannot meet that deadline, please contact Sharon. 

 

TRS Treasurer’s Report:  

End of Year Report--December 2008While the Thomas Rogers Society was negatively impacted by the recent 

down turn in the stock market, our financial position remains strong. We have $7,830 in operating funds, $11,200 

in Life Membership funds, and $13,325 in Scholarship funds for total net worth of $32,355 as of December 2008.  

Like all Americans, we are hoping for a good financial recovery in the New Year, but we know it will take time to 

make a complete recovery.  Given the market uncertainty, future investments will be deposited into the money 

market in order to mitigate risk. We appeal to all members for additional contributions to the 6th & 7th 

Generation, Scholarship, and operating funds!   

Addition contributions were made by following individuals:  

Annah Lincoln, Marlene Millar, Bill Muttart, Lee Rogers, Franklin E. Smith, Mike Yoemans 

 

DNA Update: 
Steve Rogers is the chair of this committee. The Rogers project is gathering data. If you are interested, 

there are currently 147 Rogers males with data and we can see our data as a subset. 
http://www.familytreedna.com/surname_join.asp?code=F50643&special=true If you care to participate or want 

more information, Steve’s email address is steve@rogersemail.net. 
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They Were Their Brothers Keepers 
by William P. Muttart 

 
Most of us have fond memories of recent family gatherings in comfortable surroundings during the Christmas 

season. We may find it difficult to imagine the hardships that our Pilgrim ancestors experienced during their 

voyage on the Mayflower in 1620 and that first winter at Plymouth when half of their group died. That experience 

had to be even more difficult for those who had left wives and children behind in Holland or England.  

 

By about 1616, the group of Separatists who had fled to Holland from England in 1609 to seek religious freedom 

realized that their religious values were again being compromised and made a decision to relocate to another 

country. They decided to attempt to come to America after briefly considering  Guiana, South America, a move 

they rejected because of the presence of unsympathetic Spanish forces there. It was only after extensive 

negotiations with King James and financiers in England that they were able to finalize plans for their voyage to 

America. 

  

For a year or more before leaving Holland, Separatist leaders in Leiden, Holland debated about which of the 300 

or so members of their congregation might be allowed to make the voyage. They realized that they needed to 

select relatively young persons and those with special skills to start their new colony and, by limiting the number 

selected from some families, could initially send representatives from more families. There was also an 

expectation that those left behind on the initial voyage would join their loved ones at a later date. William 

Bradford, Governor of Plymouth Colony for 30 years,  commented about his skepticism before they left Holland 

when he wrote “the weak bodies of women and the aged could never be able to endure”.  

 

The list of families that were divided reveals that the Leiden Separatist families of William Bradford, William 

Brewster, Thomas Rogers, Francis Cooke and Degory Priest and the London family of Richard Warren left 

behind a total of four wives and fifteen children under the age of 20 years.  When the husbands, who were the 

primary breadwinners of these six families, left for America, friends or other family members assumed the 

responsibility of providing for the care and support of those left behind.  

 

On July 20, 1620, approximately 67 passengers boarded the Speedwell that sailed from the port of Delftshaven, 

Holland, bound for Southampton, England, to meet the larger ship Mayflower. The passengers were given a 

tearful farewell by the 300 or more Separatists who had gathered to see their friends and relatives off on this bold 

venture to America. Approximately a dozen of the passengers were not part of the Separatist group, but may have 

had a close relationship with them. 

 

Of the twenty family members who were left behind in Holland, eighteen of that number sailed to Plymouth in 

later years and were re-united with their families. Fifteen of those family members who came to Plymouth arrived 

on the ship Anne in 1623. The only family members left behind who did not come to Plymouth were the wife and 

two children of our ancestor, Thomas Rogers, who died during the first winter. Although another Separatist 

passenger, Moses Fletcher died during the first winter, neither his wife or ten adult children came to Plymouth. 

Consequently, most Fletcher descendants live in European countries.  

 

Upon arriving in Southampton, England, the Speedwell met the larger ship Mayflower that took on many 

passengers, including a sizeable number of single young men. The London financiers were less interested in 

reducing the size of families and consequently, there were may have been only the Warren family that was 

separated and not because of any passenger restrictions. 

   

The Separatist passengers from Leiden, Holland who were separated from their immediate families were; 

  

William Bradford , 31, came with his 23 year old wife, Dorothy. Within weeks after they arrived at Provincetown, 

she apparently fell from the ship and drowned. Their only child, two year old John, had been left in Holland with 

friends, but he came to Plymouth in the mid 1630’s.  

 

William Brewster, 52 and his wife Mary came with their sons, Love 9, and Wrestling 6. They left their son, 

Jonathan, 27 and daughters Patience, 20, and Fear, 14, in Holland. In November, 1621, they were joined in 

Plymouth by their oldest son, Jonathan, who arrived on the ship Fortune. In 1623, their two daughters joined them 

after arriving on the ship Anne. 

 



Thomas Rogers, 48, came with his 18 year old son, Joseph, while his wife Alice  and their other three  children 

John 14, Elizabeth 11,and Margaret 7, remained in Holland. In a Poll Tax survey taken in 1622, Mrs. Rogers and 

the three children were living in a backroom of the home of Anthony Clements, who was also known to be a 

Separatist. In 1630, John came to Plymouth. Although Bradford wrote, “the rest of the family came later”, there is 

no indication that his wife or daughters ever came to America.   

 

Francis Cooke, 37,  a woolcomber, came with his 13 year old son, John. He left behind in Leiden his wife, Hester 

and their three children:  Hester Jr., Jacob and Jane. His wife and children joined him when they arrived on the 

ship Anne in 1623. 

 

Degory Priest, aged about 41, came alone and died in 1621 during the first winter. He left his wife, Sarah, and two 

daughters: Mary 9 and Sarah 6. After learning of his death, his widow married Godbert Godbertson in Holland 

and gave birth to two daughters before coming to Plymouth on the Anne with her new husband and four 

daughters, including Mary and Sarah. 

 

Richard Warren, aged about 30, who boarded the Mayflower in England, left behind a wife and five daughters, 

the oldest being ten years of age. His family joined him in Plymouth, arriving on the ship Anne in 1623. 

 

By the end of May, 1621, of the 102 passengers who arrived at Plymouth on the Mayflower, 51 had died 

including all but four of the eighteen married women. Of the 42 parents who landed at Plymouth, 29 died, during 

the first winter, leaving many young children to be raised by other families. Although half of the Mayflower 

passengers were not motivated by a desire to seek religious freedom, after the signing of the Mayflower Compact 

on November 11, 1620, agreeing to form a civil government, the passengers from each group showed a 

determination to work together for the common good and care for each other’s families in the same manner as the 

Separatist families in Leiden had cared for the families of those who had sailed to America a year earlier. 

 

Probably at no time in our nation’s history has there been such a powerful example of the determination by 

individuals to work unselfishly for the betterment of others and the self preservation of their group. They truly 

acted as their brothers keepers.  

           

 

One Hundred Eleven Questions and Answers 

Concerning the Pilgrims 
 

 

This book is soft covered, 8 1/2 x 11, fully indexed and contains maps, photographs and illustrations. 

Costs for purchasing this book and the address for placing orders :   

1-4 copies  $14.50 per book plus $2.00 for shipping and handling-   cost per book  $16.50 

5 copies or more $13.50 per book plus $1.50 for shipping and handling- cost per book  $15.00 

Make payment by check or money order to:  

      Mayflower Books, P.O. Box 341, Montville, CT 06353 

Purchase orders accepted via  e-mail.  

Inquiries may be directed to:  Mayflowerbooks@99main.com 

Please clip and return the coupon below to place your order. Allow three weeks for delivery.  

 

* Editor’s note: Bill is donating $2.00 for each book sold to the 6
th
 & 7

th
 project. 



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please send me____copies of One Hundred Eleven Questions Concerning the Pilgrims. 

Enclosed is $  _____ , the cost of the book(s), plus shipping and handling. 

Please send to:   Name_______________________________________________ 

Street address_____________________________  Apt.______ 

          City/State_____________________________________Zip _______  

          Phone_________________E-mail ________________ 

 

Would you like your signed copy to be dedicated to anyone? Please note. 

 

mailto:Mayflowerbooks@99main.com


 

Welcome New Members: 
Abbreviated Lineages For: 

 

Thomas Christian Coxon 727 
Thomas Christian Coxon         =  Leslie Anne Hada 

Franklin Delano Coxon     =  Mary Caroline Bricher 

Joseph  Edward Bricher     =  Mary Virginia Richmond 

Edward Clow Richmand     =  Vesta Southwick 

Thomas George Richmond      = Sarah Jane Whitely 

Seth Richmond      = Lucia H. Parson 

Edmond Roswell Richmond    = Hulda Frisbie 

Ephraim Richmond     = Martha Seeley 

Silas Richmond      = Hannah Emmons 

Samuel Richmond                     = Elizabeth (King) Hall  

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Andrew Thomas Coxon 728J 
Andrew Thomas Coxon 

Thomas Christian Coxon         =  Leslie Anne Hada 

Franklin Delano Coxon     =  Mary Caroline Bricher 

Joseph  Edward Bricher     =  Mary Virginia Richmond 

Edward Clow Richmand     =  Vesta Southwick 

Thomas George Richmond      = Sarah Jane Whitely 

Seth Richmond      = Lucia H. Parson 

Edmond Roswell Richmond    = Hulda Frisbie 

Ephraim Richmond     = Martha Seeley 

Silas Richmond      = Hannah Emmons 

Samuel Richmond                     = Elizabeth (King) Hall  

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Stephanie Kieran Coxon 729J 
Stephanie Kieran Coxon 

Thomas Christian Coxon         =  Leslie Anne Hada 

Franklin Delano Coxon     =  Mary Caroline Bricher 

Joseph  Edward Bricher     =  Mary Virginia Richmond 

Edward Clow Richmand     =  Vesta Southwick 

Thomas George Richmond      = Sarah Jane Whitely 

Seth Richmond      = Lucia H. Parson 

Edmond Roswell Richmond    = Hulda Frisbie 

Ephraim Richmond     = Martha Seeley 

Silas Richmond      = Hannah Emmons 

Samuel Richmond                     = Elizabeth (King) Hall  

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Joseph Thomas Coxon 730J 
Joseph Thomas  Coxon     
Thomas Christian Coxon         =  Leslie Anne Hada 

Franklin Delano Coxon     =  Mary Caroline Bricher 

Joseph  Edward Bricher     =  Mary Virginia Richmond 

Edward Clow Richmand     =  Vesta Southwick 

Thomas George Richmond      = Sarah Jane Whitely 

Seth Richmond      = Lucia H. Parson 

Edmond Roswell Richmond    = Hulda Frisbie 

Ephraim Richmond     = Martha Seeley 

Silas Richmond      = Hannah Emmons 

Samuel Richmond                     = Elizabeth (King) Hall  

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 

Marcia Rose Peterson 731 
1st Hans Leland Melgarrd 

2nd James Perry Clark     = Marcia Pose Peterson 

Robert Leonard Peterson        = Rose Louise Peterson 

Axel Peterson      = Miranda Esther White 

Frank Leslie White     = Martha M. Olson 

Thomas Jefferson White     = Esther Whitehouse Higgins 

Elkanah Higgins      = Jemima Cole 

Elkanah Higgins      = Hannah Yates 

Samuel Higgins      = Mehitable Phinney 

Jonathan Higgins                     = Lydia (Sparrow) Freeman 

Jonathan Higgins      = Elizabeth Rogers 

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 

Diana Rae Rasmusson  732 
Donald Joe Rasmusson     = Diana Rae Hudson  

Bobby Ray Hudson                     = Marcia Kay Dickinson 

Clyde Grant Dickinson     = Florence Elsa Smith 

Carlton Henry Fulton Smith   = Bertha Belle(e) Stead 

Henry H. Smith      = Amanda Brundige 

John Andrews Smith     = Susan Fulton 

Joseph Coit Smith                     = Phebe Allen 

Abraham Allen      = Phebe Gooding 

George Gooding      = Sarah Reed 

Matthew Gooding                     = Abigail Richmond 

Joseph Richmond                     = Mary Andrews  

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Dianne Donels Schmidt  733 
Duanne Schmidt      = Dianne Donels 

Clare Odel Donels                     = Alice Cary Portzline 

Charles E. Donels                     = Mina Luella 

Merrit Clark Henkle     = Mary Delana Smith 

Thomas Holmes Allen Smith   = Sarah Loesa Noteman 

George R. Smith      = Delana Allen 

Bartlette Allen      = Lucy Bearce (Berce/Burse) 

Simeon Bearce (Berce/Burse)    = Joanna Bassett 

Nathan Bassett      = Elizabeth Rogers 

Eleazer  Rogers      = Martha Young 

John Rogers      = Elizabeth Twining 

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 

Thomas Edward Bricher 734 
Thomas Edward Bricher     = Clara Louise Ostdiek 

Joseph Edward Bricher     = Mary Virginis Richmond 

Edward Clow Richmand     = Vesta Southwick 

Thomas George Richmond      = Sarah Jane Whitely 

Seth Richmond      = Lucia H. Parson 

Edmond Roswell Richmond    = Hulda Frisbie 

Ephraim Richmond     = Martha Seeley 

Silas Richmond      = Hannah Emmons 

Samuel Richmond                     = Elizabeth (King) Hall  

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 



Richard Dennis Souther 735AL 

 

Lee Rogers  736A 
 

 

Franklin Earl Smith III 737L 
Franklin Earl Smith III 

Franklin Erwin Smith   = Antoinette Theresa   

Jacovetta 

Franklin Elmer Smith      = Hilda Helen Dimmick 

Charles Isaac Smith     = Jennie Burgess 

Martin Isaac Smith     = Anna Desire Billings 

Oliver Smith      = Mary Anna Vrooman 

Joshua Smith      = Freelove Kibbe 

Joshua Smith      = Mercy Snow 

James Smith      = Hannah Rogers 

John Rogers      = Elizabeth Twining 

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Kim DeAtley   738L 
Edward Gurney DeAtley     = Kim Marie Zola 

Joseph Pasqual  Zola  = Frances Antoinette 

Perdrix 

Ralph L. Perdrix      = Agnes May Ellis 

Russell Davis Ellis                     = Bertha Mae Gage 

Charles W. Ellis = Emma Clifton                    

Nickerson 

Lewis Eldredge Nickerson     = Adeline Ellen Bassett 

Stephen A. Bassett  = Hepsibah/Hapsey        

Eldredge 

Sammuel Bassett      = Penninah Bassett 

Nathan Bassett      = Elizabeth Rogers 

Eleazer  Rogers      = Martha Young 

John Rogers      = Elizabeth Twining 

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 

Thomas Michael Taimi 739 
Thomas Michael Taimi     = Karen Jane Turner 

Thomas (Tarmo) Tapio Taimi    = Marjorie May Smith 

Lewis Calkin Smith     = Marjorie Lee Hill 

Moses Smith      = Agnes Calkin 

John Newton Calkin     = Elixa Jane Gilman 

William Calkin      = Mary Frances Willard 

John Willard      = Polly (Mary) Doane 

Oliver Doane      =  Sarah Doane 

Elisha Doane      = Mary NN…… 

Elisha Higgins      = Jane Collins 

Jonathan Higgins      = Elizabeth Rogers 

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laurie Sutherland  740 
Mark James Sutherland     = Laurie Ann Simmons 

Robert Clarence Simmons     = Carol Grace Nichols 

Giles Benjamin Nichols     = Grace Adell Parker 

Warren Herman Parker     = Elva Adell Pashley 

Eri Chester Parker         = Phila Ann Chase 

Benjamin Chase      = Phila M. Burlingham 

Cromwell Chase      = Mary R. Talbot 

Benjamin Talbot      = Margaret Richmond 

Josiah Richmond          = Elishabe Pool 

Joseph Richmond        = Mary Andrews 

John Richmond      = Abigail Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 
 

Charles Paul Smith  741 
Charles Paul Smith 

Albert Joseph Smith     = Hildred Mary LeMoine 

James Rufus Smith     = Mary Agnes Clancy 

Rufus Putnam Smith      = Agnes McLay 

Josiah Smith      = Rachel cook 

Joseph Smith      = Lydia Myrick 

Isaac Myrick      = Mercy Doane 

Samuel Doane      = Dorcas Cole 

Jonathan Cole      = Hope Young 

John Cole      = Mary Rogers 

James Rogers      = Mary Paine  

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Jill Salome Zito 742 
Nicholas Enzio Zito     = Jill Salome Phinney 

John Thomas Phinney     = Lilliam Mae Oust 

Donald Axtell Phinney     = Helen Ruby Thomas 

Joseph Sanford Phinney     = Pearl Agnes Clark 

Calvin  Phinney      = Rachel Winsor Brown 

Sylvanus Phinney                     = Lucy Kingsley 

Barnabas Phinney         = Deborah Gifford 

Zaccheus Phinney          = Susanna Davis 

Benjamin Phinney         = Martha Crocker 

John Phinney      = Mary Rogers 

Joseph Rogers      = Hannah NN…….. 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

Shirlee Ann Blackman 743 
Clarence Edward Blackman       = Shirlee Ann Hill 

Fred Martin Hill        = Mary Cecilia Syverson 

Frederick Berton Hill = Harriet Minerva    

VanEvery 

Egbert Berton Hill       = Mary Jane Garlick 

David R. Hill      = Sarah White 

Enoch White      = Adeline Tisdale 

James  Tisdale       = Rachel Carpenter 

Thomas Tisdale      = Lydia (Perry) Williams 

John Tisdale      = Judith Hall 

John Tisdale      = Deborah Deane 

John Tisdale      = Hannah Rogers 

John Rogers      = Anna Churchman 

Thomas Rogers      = Alice Cosford 

 

 

 



2008-20011 OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN: 
 

Mary Brown – President    Sharon Matyas - Vice President/Scholarship Chair 

218 Green Hollow Rd,   6126 Bennett’s Corner Rd.     

Danielson, CT 06239    Memphis, NY 13112-9780 

(860) 774-3458    (315) 672-5882    

mbrown51@snet.net                                       SAMatyas@aol.com 

 

William P. Muttart – Secretary  Michael Yoemans - Treasurer 

28 Carol Dr.     27 W. Taylor Run Pkwy. 

Uncasville, CT 06382    Alexandria, VA 22314 

(860) 848-7418    (703) 461-8269 

Bimutt@99main.com    myoemans1@comcast.net 

 

Tracy A. Crocker Sr. – Genealogist/  Steven Rogers - Member at Large 

    6&7Generation Chairman 

14115 41
st
 Ave. North    33 Bayberry Rd. 

Plymouth, MN 55446    Danvers, MA 01923 

(612) 553-1122    (978) 774-0604 

tracy@tracycrocker.com   steve@rogersemail.net 

 
Please send all address corrections to William P. Muttart, 29 Carol Dr., Uncasville, CT 

06382 

 
 
6th & 7th++++ Generation Project  

You will note that when you visit the database (http://www.thomasrogerssociety.com/trs-project-p/index.htm) that 

not only are there the facts about the lineages, but surnames, charts, resources and places.  We are adding  all generations 

of those who have a line except if they are still living. Everyone who submits a lineage will be included in the database as 

time permits.  The complete database will only be shared with members. The on line database includes all members, but 

only reflects those who have a lineage to Thomas Rogers, but are no longer living.  

   We invite  members who have not already done so, to please consider donating to this worthy project and we 

also encourage you to purchase a Thomas Rogers Society Pin.  This will let others know that you are a proud member of 

the society.  The cost is only $15 per pin.   Earnings from these pins will be used to fund the 6
th
 and 7

th
 Generation 

Project.   Thank You for your generosity!  

Please make checks payable to the:  Thomas Rogers Society, Inc. and mail to: Mr. Michael Yoemans,   

27 W. Taylor Run Parkway, Alexandria, VA 22314  

 
-----------------Please cut this portion out and return it with your check----------------- 

Remittance from:  

Contributions  6
th 

& 7
th 

Generation Project ______________   

Thomas Rogers Society pins--Number of TRS pins____ @$15.00 _______________ 

Total ________________ 
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